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Today, clouds and sunshine, high 28. 
Tonight, mostly cloudy, some snow 
late, low 24. Tomorrow, snow, one to 
three inches total, windy, high 28. 
Weather map appears on Page B12. 


VOL. CLXVII... No. 57,831 


© 2018 The New York Times Company 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2018 


Me, My Selfie and Ice 


JULIO CORTEZ/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Obdulio Arenas on Tuesday at the Great Falls in Paterson, N.J. Frigid weather is keeping a grip on much of North America. Page A8. 


Hatch to Retire, Opening a Seat 
For Trump Critic Romney to Seek 


By JONATHAN MARTIN 


Senator Orrin G. Hatch of Utah, 
the longest-serving Senate Re- 
publican, announced ‘Tuesday 
that he will retire at the end of the 
year, rebuffing personal pleas 
from President Trump to seek an 
eighth term and paving the way 
for Mitt Romney, a critic of Mr. 
Trump’s, to run for the seat. 

Mr. Hatch’s decision marks an- 
other political setback for Mr. 
Trump, who lost a Senate seat in 
Alabama after his preferred can- 
didates were rejected. He also 
faces an exodus of Republicans 
from both chambers of Congress 
and has been warned of a political 
typhoon in November. 

Mr. Romney’s potential ascent 
is particularly alarming to the 
White House because the former 
presidential candidate has an ex- 
tensive political network and 
could use the Senate seat as a plat- 


form to again seek the nomina- 
tion. Even if he were not to run 
again for president, a Senator 
Romney could prove a pivotal 
swing vote, impervious to the en- 
treaties of a 
president he 
has scorned 
and able to rally 
other Trump 
skeptics in the 
chamber. 

“When there 
are things he 
agrees with 
him on, he’ll be 
a big support- 
er,” Spencer 
Zwick, Mr. Romney’s longtime 
fund-raiser, said of Mr. Romney 
and Mr. Trump. “And when there 
are things he disagrees with, he’ll 
voice that.” 
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Orrin Hatch 


Continued on Page A9 


Democrats Outline Demands 


As Threat of Shutdown Looms 


By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG and THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON — The Senate 
returns on Wednesday with its Re- 
publican majority down to one 
seat and buoyed Democrats issu- 
ing a full list of demands — such as 
funding children’s health care and 
protecting young undocumented 
immigrants — just weeks before 
another possible government 
shutdown. 

Republican and Democratic 
leaders of the House and Senate 
will meet on Wednesday with 
White House officials to try to 
come to terms on a deal to raise 
strict limits on military and do- 
mestic spending before Jan. 19, 
when the current stopgap spend- 
ing bill expires. 

If negotiations break down, the 
government could run out of 
money — just as President Trump 
marks his first year in office. 

Democratic demands are ambi- 


tious, topped by a legislative 
shield for the young undocument- 
ed immigrants whose Obama-era 
protection from deportation was 
ended by Mr. Trump. They are 
also pushing for broader interven- 
tion in the opioid epidemic, a boost 
for veterans’ care, disaster relief 
to hurricane-stricken areas, and 
financing for the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. 
“Nothing is agreed to until ev- 
erything is agreed to,” Represent- 
ative Nancy Pelosi of California, 
the Democratic leader, said in an 
interview on Tuesday. 
Representative Nita M. Lowey 
of New York, the top Democrat on 
the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, cast protection for undocu- 
mented immigrants brought to 
the country as children as a “mor- 
alissue,” saying that resolving the 


Continued on Page A9 


Site of China’s Ambitious New 


By ANDREW HIGGINS 


KHORGOS, Kazakhstan — Chi- 
na’s largest shipping company has 
poured billions of dollars into buy- 
ing seaports in Greece and other 
maritime nations around the 
world. But the location of its latest 
big foreign investment has givena 
curious twist to the expanding 
ambitions of the China Ocean 
Shipping Company: The nearest 
ocean is more than 1,600 miles 
away. 

The state-owned Chinese ship- 
ping giant, known as COSCO, be- 
came the 49 percent owner this 
past summer of a patch of frost- 
covered asphalt bisected by rail- 
way tracks and lined with ware- 
houses in landlocked Kazakhstan. 
The barren wilderness close to the 
border with China stands near the 
Eurasian Pole of Inaccessibility, 
meaning that nowhere on the 
landmass of Europe and Asia is 
more distant from the sea. 

But it is here, where huge, Chi- 
nese-made cranes load containers 
onto trains instead of ships, that 
China and Kazakhstan are em- 
bracing what they see as the new 
frontier of global commerce. 

Forbidding as it is, the place is a 
central link in what President Xi 
Jinping of China trumpets as the 
“project of the century” — a $1 tril- 
lion infrastructure program 
known as “One Belt, One Road,” 
which aims to revive the ancient 


Port’? Landlocked Kazakhstan 


ANDREA BRUCE FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 


The Khorgos Gateway, a transport hub that lies in one of the most remote areas of the world. 


Silk Road and build up other trad- 
ing routes between Asia and Eu- 
rope to pump Chinese products to 
foreign markets. 

The gamble is not only reshuf- 
fling global transport routes, but 
also shaking up Kazakh and 
global politics as China inserts it- 
self deeper into a region that Rus- 
sia considers squarely within its 


area of influence. Not least, it is 
testing the economic logic of Chi- 
na’s ability to carry out its grand- 
est of ambitions. 

Creating a transport hub — the 
Khorgos Gateway, a “dry port,” or 
terminal without water for han- 
dling cargo for trains rather than 
ships — in one of the world’s most 
remote places has involved an ex- 


pensive exercise in social engi- 
neering. 

Anew town, called Nurkent, has 
been built from scratch — with 
apartment blocks, a school, kin- 
dergarten and shops to serve the 
railway workers, crane operators, 
customs officials and other staff 
needed to keep the dry port run- 


Continued on Page A6 


Swell of Unrest 


Poses Dilemma 
Over Sanctions 


Trump’s Thorny Choice 
on Iran Nuclear Deal 


By MARK LANDLER 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump has given full-throated 
support to the antigovernment 
protesters in Iran. But the rising 
tide of unrest there complicates an 
already vexing decision for him: 
whether he should rip up the nu- 
clear deal struck by President 
Barack Obama. 

Starting in two weeks, Mr. 
Trump faces a series of deadlines 
on whether the United States 
should reimpose sanctions on 
Iran that were lifted as a result of 
the agreement. Mr. Trump has al- 
ready disavowed the deal, and he 
warned Congress and European 
allies in October that if they did 
not improve its terms, “the agree- 
ment will be terminated.” 

With little progress on that 
front, and signs of a crackdown in 
Iran, analysts worry that Mr. 
Trump’s patience will run out. But 
they fear that if he acts now, it 
would shift the blame from the Ira- 
nian government, which is be- 
sieged by the protests and 
charges of corruption, to the 
United States, which would be 
seen as forsaking an agreement 
with which Iran is complying. 

The White House deflected 
questions on Tuesday about how 
the protests would affect Mr. 
Trump’s calculus. “He’s going to 
keep all of his options on the ta- 
ble,” said the press secretary, Sar- 
ah Huckabee Sanders. Mr. 
Trump’s ultimate goal, she added, 
was for the Iranian people to have 
“basic human rights” and for Iran 
to stop backing terrorism. 

For Mr. Trump, the first major 
eruption of political unrest in Iran 
since 2009 carries opportunities 
as well as risks. Ms. Sanders em- 
phasized the White House’s un- 
yielding support for the demon- 
strators, which she contrasted to 
the more reticent approach taken 
by Mr. Obama in 2009 during pro- 
tests that became known as the 
Green Movement. 

The State Department urged 
Iran on Tuesday not to restrict ac- 
cess to social media services like 
Instagram and messaging plat- 
forms like Telegram, which the 
protesters are using to spread 
word about antigovernment gath- 
erings. It encouraged Iranians to 
use virtual private networks to 
sidestep the government’s efforts 
to block them. 

Mr. Trump himself sought to 
link the grievances of the Iranian 
demonstrators to his predeces- 
sor’s policies, saying that the cor- 

Continued on Page A5 
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ROLLING PROTESTS 
IN IRAN LAY BARE 
POWER STRUGGLE 


BUDGET LEAK STIRS IRE 


In Tehran, Reformers and 
Hard-Liners Misread 
Disaffected Youths 


By THOMAS ERDBRINK 


TEHRAN — Antigovernment 
protests roiled Iran on Tuesday, as 
the death toll rose to 21 and the na- 
tion’s supreme leader blamed for- 
eign enemies for the unrest. But 
the protests that have spread to 
dozens of Iranian cities in the past 
six days were set off by miscalcu- 
lations in along-simmering power 
struggle between hard-liners and 
reformers. 

By Tuesday, Iran’s leaders could 
no longer ignore the demonstra- 
tions and felt compelled to re- 
spond publicly. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, the supreme leader, 
blamed outside “enemies” but did 
not specify who. President Has- 
san Rouhani, a moderate, ap- 
pealed for calm while saying the 
protesters had a right to be heard. 

But the anger behind the pro- 
tests was directed against the en- 
tire political establishment. 

While the protests that swept 
Iran in 2009 were led by the urban 
middle class, these protests have 
been largely driven by disaffected 
young people in rural areas, towns 
and small cities who have seized 
an opening to vent their frustra- 
tions with a political elite they say 
has hijacked the economy to serve 
its own interests. 

Unemployment for young peo- 
ple — half the population — runs 
at 40 percent, analysts believe. 
Meanwhile, Iran has spent bil- 
lions of dollars abroad in recent 
years to extend its influence in 
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. 

The initial catalyst for the anger 
appears to have been the leak by 
President Rouhani last month of a 
proposed government budget. 
For the first time, secret parts of 
the budget, including details of the 
country’s religious institutes, 
were exposed. 

Iranians discovered that bil- 
lions of dollars were going to hard- 
line organizations, the military, 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps, and religious foundations 
that enrich the clerical elite. At the 
same time, the budget proposed to 
end cash subsidies for millions of 
citizens, increase fuel prices and 
privatize public schools. 

The leak appeared to be in- 
tended to tap popular resentment, 
and it worked. Telegram, a social 


Continued on Page A5 


Scrutiny on Foreigners Crimps 
Rich Vein of College Revenue 


By STEPHANIE SAUL 


At Wright State University in 
Ohio, the French horn and tuba 
professors are out. So is the ac- 
complished swimming team. 

At Kansas State, Italian classes 
are going the way of the Roman 
Empire. 

And at the University of Central 
Missouri, The Muleskinner, the bi- 
weekly campus newspaper, is 
publishing online-only this year, 
saving $35,000 in printing costs. 

Just as many universities be- 
lieved that the financial wreckage 
left by the 2008 recession was be- 
hind them, campuses across the 
country have been forced to make 
new rounds of cuts, this time 
brought on, in large part, by a loss 
of international students. 

Schools in the Midwest have 
been particularly hard hit — many 
of them non-flagship public uni- 
versities that had come to rely 
heavily on tuition from foreign 
students, who generally pay more 


than in-state students. 

The downturn follows a decade 
of explosive growth in foreign stu- 
dent enrollment, which now tops 1 
million at United States colleges 
and educational training pro- 
grams, and supplies $39 billion in 
revenue. International enroll- 
ment began to flatten in 2016, 
partly because of changing condi- 
tions abroad and the increasing 
lure of schools in Canada, Austral- 
ia and other English-speaking 
countries. 

And since President Trump was 
elected, college administrators 
say, his rhetoric and more restric- 
tive views on immigration have 
made the United States even less 
attractive to international stu- 
dents. The Trump administration 
is more closely scrutinizing visa 
applications, indefinitely banning 
travel from some countries and 
making it harder for foreign stu- 
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South Korea Proposes Talks 


The country’s president, Moon Jae-in, 
above, embraced an overture from Kim 
Jong-un of the North, who was later 
taunted by President Trump. PAGE A4 


Surprise Move in Israeli Vote 
Lawmakers dropped an idea to make it 
easier to redraw the Jerusalem map to 
exclude Palestinians. PAGE A7 


Worry Over Census Accuracy 
A Justice Department request to ask 
people about citizenship status in the 
census stirs fears it would suppress the 
head count of minority groups. PAGE A8 


NEW YORK Al1-13 


Hudson Rail Tunnel Woes 
Backers were left baffled by the Trump 
administration’s denial that there was a 
deal to help fund the project. PAGE All 


Barriers to Vehicle Attacks 
Mayor Bill de Blasio unveiled a $50 mil- 
lion plan to protect pedestrians with 
tactics like 1,500 metal posts. | PAGE All 
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Wading Into #MeToo 


In a special for Netflix, Dave Chappelle 
enters controversial territory, not al- 
ways deftly, in addressing the movement 
against sexual harassment. PAGE Cl 


Few Checks on Ballet Leader 


Insiders say New York City Ballet 
officials let Peter Martins, accused of 
harassment, act with impunity. PAGE Cl 


A Jump Is Splitting Skating 

The quad, a jump in which a figure 
skater completes four revolutions, has 
become a necessary move, but some 
worry that it dulls the sport. | PAGE B6 


FOOD D1-6 
Pork That’s a Cut Above 


The deep flavor of slow-cooked, coun- 
try-style ribs may be just what’s needed 
to make you forget about the plunging 


temperatures outside. PAGE D1 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A14-15 
Frank Bruni PAGE Al5 
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Kotb Named ‘Today’ Co-Anchor 
The NBC show will have two women as 
its main hosts for the first time as Hoda 
Kotb, above, replacing the fired Matt 
Lauer, joins Savannah Guthrie. PAGE B1 
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